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A PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE CAMPAIGN RUN BY Y 
VOLUNTEERS WHO RAISE DOLLARS TO ENABLE 
CHILDREN, TEENS, INDIVIDUALS, AND FAMILIES 

TO PARTICIPATE IN YMCA PROGRAMS.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

No individual or family is turned away from the Y due to inability to pay. 
Financial assistance is supported by donations. The majority of assistance 
goes to youth program participants. The Y granted over $200,000 in financial 
assistance in 2018!

KEY INITIATIVES

• HEPA - Healthy Eating and Physical Activity - Y Afterschool 
curriculum that teaches children how to make healthy food choices, enjoy 
physical activity, and prevent future chronic diseases.

• Camp THRIVE - A free Y summer day camp program in partnership with 
San Luis Coastal Unified School District (SLCUSD) that promotes summer 
learning and lowers the achievement gap. Designed for at-risk students to 
merge summer school and the camp experience. 

PROGRAM SUBSIDY

Program subsidies provide assistance to youth programs that are mission-
driven and serve low-income families. These include the Shandon, Cambria, 
and Grover Beach Elementary and Santa Lucia Middle After School Programs.

We appreciate your support in helping us reach 
our campaign goal of $190,000!



CAMPAIGNER
Tell the YMCA story to friends 
and neighbors and ask them to 
consider joining you in making a 
financial gift to the campaign.

DIVISION LEADERS
Thank you  for taking on the role of 
division leader! Brandon Downing, 
Jim Lipcamon, and Michael Boyer  
will assist the team captains.

As a YMCA Annual Support Campaign Volunteer, you are 
an important ambassador. Your responsibilities are:

• To communicate the values of the YMCA and its 
programs to individuals and businesses alike.

• As a storyteller, you will have the opportunity to 
share with others the unique and personal ways 
in which the YMCA and its programs have touched 
and enhanced your own life. 

• By making your own contribution and telling 
your Y story, you allow others a chance to 
see the power of the YMCA in action.

TEAM CAPTAIN
Accept the additional responsibility 
of inviting others to join you as a 
YMCA storyteller.

CAMPAIGN CHAIRS
Geri LaChance, Anne, and 
Keith Byerly will provide overall 
leadership, reflecting the values, 
vision and mission of the YMCA.

PERSONALIZED 
GIVING PAGE
All campaigners will recieve a link and video tutorial 
explaning how to create your own personalized 
giving page. Share your Y Story and insert an image 
of you so your friends and family know who is asking 
them for support!

Share your personalized link on all 
your social media sites including 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
blogs, and email!

• Each time someone supports 
the YMCA thanks to your 
efforts, we’ll send you an 
email letting you know 
and updating you on your 
fundraising status. 

• Be sure to thank your 
friend personally!

CAMPAIGN POSITIONS



What is the YMCA?

The San Luis Obispo County YMCA is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 charitable organization funded by 
membership and program fees, contributions from YMCA friends, corporations, foundations, and 
grants. We are joined together by a shared commitment to nurture the potential of children, 
promote healthy living, and foster a sense of social responsibility.

Why should I give money to the Y? I already pay membership dues.

Your dues cover the cost of running your Y, from the staff who greet you to the equipment 
available and provide you with the best member experience. Your membership dues do not 
support funding outreach programs and financial assistance. Your support in this campaign will 
provide safe, high quality, character-building programs for children, teens, adults, and families 
who need our Y, but can not afford it. 

Why should I give to the Y? I’m not a member.

Your support is still needed! You benefit by having a strong YMCA in your community that 
provides meaningful opportunities to help young people grow into responsible adults. The YMCA 
makes our community a better place to live and work.

“I gave last year, and it’s too soon to be asking again.”

Your contribution helped our Y continue vital financial assistance programs for the youth in our 
community last year. These programs will not survive without your continued support. You may 
pledge now and pay later in the year if you prefer. 

“Someone already contacted me.”

We apologize for the inconvenience. With over 100 volunteers raising funds, we occasionally 
have situations in which a contribution is requested from someone who has already been 
contacted. 

What happens if I am unable to pay my pledge at a later date?

Naturally you make your pledge in good faith. If unforeseen circumstances make it impossible 
for you to fulfill your pledge, or if doing so would cause you and your family an undue hardship, 
you may defer or cancel your pledge simply by notifying 
the YMCA. Partial payment is also accepted. 

Is my contribution tax deductible?

Yes. Your contribution is voluntary and brings no special 
privileges other than the satisfaction of giving, therefore 
is deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Our Tax ID is 
95-2147727.

HAVE A 
QUESTION 
YOU CAN’T 
ANSWER?

For assistance, 
call your Y’s 

campaign 
leaders or staff 

at any time. 

FAQ’s



THE  SAN LUIS OBISPO 
COUNTY YMCA

• The SLO County YMCA is a 
nonprofit organization founded in 
1956 by local volunteers.

• The Y is the region’s largest 
provider of child care, day 
camp, youth sports, and healthy 
lifestyle programs at 12 different 
sites across the county.

• The Y serves over 5,000 people 
through membership and 
programs.

• Programs and services are 
available for all ages from 
toddlers to seniors.

• The Y does not turn anyone away 
due to inability to pay.

• A volunteer Board of Directors 
who live or work in the 
communities served by the Y 
oversees the governance of the 
association. 



MAKE YOUR 
GIFT FIRST

CALL BEST 
PROSPECTS FIRST

ASK FOR A 
SPECIFIC AMOUNT COMMUNICATE!

KNOW YOUR Y 
STORY

When you speak as a sincere, 
caring person who’s talking 

from the heart...people listen. 
Think of the reasons why you 
decided to volunteer for the Y 

and share that passion. 

KNOW YOUR 
PROSPECT

Know prospects interests and 
giving capabilities. Find out 
if they have been involved 
in the Y before and share 
information on programs 
they’ve been involved in. 

Your gift demonstrates your 
commitment and belief in 
the YMCA. After making 

a personal gift, it is much 
easier to ask someone else to 

do the same. 

Get off to a good start and 
build confidence as you 
ask for gifts. Plus, each 

commitment received gives 
you an even stronger position 
in subsequent solicitations. 

Prospects respond when 
asked for a specific amount. 
There are less decisions to 
be made for the donor, and 
they feel like they are doing 
something good. Aim high 
and emphasize what the 
donation will accomplish!

Make sure to stay in 
communication with 

your team and captain. 
Communication between 

team members is 
motivational and you can 

share ideas with your peers!

“I like how there are a lot of 
kids there to interact with. 
I like how the teachers are 
always there for me. The 
leaders are kind, helpful, 
and understanding. They 
encourage me to try new 
things. I like trying new 
foods at the Y. I tried 
brussel sprouts and yellow 
tomatoes. I realized I liked 
them after I tried them.”  

“I have fun at the Y. The Y 
leaders keep me safe and 
having fun. I’ve learned the 
importance of safety at the 
Y. I’ve also learned what it is 
to be a role model. I feel like 
I am a role model to some of 
the younger kids here. I play 
with them and try to help 
them whenever I can.”

SASCHA HAILEY
AFTERSCHOOL 

PROGRAM & 
VACATION 

CAMP 
PARTICIPANT

AFTERSCHOOL 
PROGRAM & 

VACATION 
CAMP 

PARTICIPANT



“I was a single mom 
and the Y was very 

welcoming. They 
offered support and 

assistance and I took 
them up on it.”

“Without the assistance that the Y 
provides for me, there is no way I’d 

be able to afford a gym membership, 
and I’m thankful that I do have the 

opportunity.”

“I trusted the Y with my son, when I 
wasn’t there I trusted them to keep 

track of my child, to teach him values, 
to respect him, to be kind. I felt that he 
was always safe, that was number one, 

and that he was being cared for.” 

“The Y really hit all 
the important marks.”

“I am my grandson’s foster parent, 
so now that I have him I have to find 
childcare. I looked at hiring someone per 
hour and it was outrageous, it’s more 
than I make per hour at work. I am very 
blessed with having the Y camp because 
I don’t know what I would do without 
it. The Y has the financial assistance 
program, if you have a lower income. It’s 
just Ethan and I and it’s really helpful.”

Ethan participated in Camp Thrive, a free 
summer camp for under-served youth 
that merged summer school and the 
camp experience. Camp Thrive helped 
him learn over the summer and be 
prepared for the next school year. Mary 
appreciated that Ethan transitioned to 
summer camp with the same kids in the 
afternoon. 

“The Y helps give him more structure 
even when he’s not with me. That’s 
a positive thing. I don’t think parents 
realize how beneficial afterschool 
programs and camps are. I don’t know 
how I would survive if I didn’t have 
the Y.”

MARY
CAMP THRIVE & AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM PARENT

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE BENEFICIARY



CONTACT:
Geri LaChance
Major Gifts Chair
Work: (805) 543-1816 x 201
Cell: (619) 778-8215
glachance@sesloc.org

Keith and Anne Byerly
Community Division Chairs
Anne’s Work: 805-784-9013
Anne’s Cell: 215-385-4278
Keith’s Cell: 781-864– 6468
kbyerly1@gmail.com

Monica Grant
CEO, SLO County YMCA 
Work: (805) 234-9217
Cell: (805) 710-0102 
mgrant@sloymca.org

Keola Taniguchi 
COO, SLO County YMCA 
Work: (805) 543-8235 x 105
ktaniguchi@sloymca.org

Jami Millan
Donor Relations, SLO County YMCA
Work: (805) 543-8235 x 120
jmillan@sloymca.org

DONATIONS MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE

Supports one child’s 
participation in a Y Youth 
Sports program that teaches 
sports fundamentals and 
team building.

Helps send underserved, 
at-risk children to the Y’s 
specialty day camps where 
they can learn new skills 
and expand their horizons.

Provides over a month 
of after school care to a 
child from a low-income 
family. This provides a safe, 
enriching environment for a 
child after school. 

Gives a family an entire 
year membership at our 
fitness facility and provides 
childcare for their children 
while they workout. 

Provides support for an 
entire team of children to 
play a youth sport within 
the Y. From basketball 
to roller hockey, you can 
support a team’s dreams!

$100

$250

$500

$1000

$1500

$2500 Will support one child 
to attend Camp THRIVE, 
which is a free program for 
underserved populations 
that focuses on creating fun 
learning opportunities and 
eliminating summer learning 
loss. 


