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A PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE CAMPAIGN RUN BY Y 
VOLUNTEERS WHO RAISE DOLLARS TO ENABLE 
CHILDREN, TEENS, INDIVIDUALS, AND FAMILIES 

TO PARTICIPATE IN YMCA PROGRAMS

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

No individual or family is turned away from the Y due to lack of ability to pay. 
Financial assistance is supported by donations. 

KEY INITIATIVES

• HEPA - Healthy Eating and Physical Activity - Y Afterschool 
curriculum that teaches children how to make healthy food choices and 
enjoy physical activity. 

• Chronic Disease Prevention Curriculum - Provides support to help 
members adopt habits for healthy eating, physical activity, and increasing 
overall well-being.

• Camp THRIVE - A free Y summer day camp program in partnership 
with SLCUSD that promotes summer learning. Launching summer 2018 at 
Baywood Elementary School, for students entering grades 4-5.

PROGRAM SUBSIDY

Program subsidies provide assistance to youth programs that are mission-
driven and serve low-income families. 

In 2017, the Y’s fundraising surpassed its goal 
of $170,000. In 2018, we hope to surpass our 

goal of $175,000!



CAMPAIGNER
Tell the YMCA story to friends 
and neighbors and ask them to 
consider joining you in making a 
financial gift to the campaign.

DIVISION LEADER
Thank you Michael Boyer, Jim 
Lipcamon, and Anne Byerly for 
taking on the role of Community 
Division Leader! Michael, Jim, and 
Anne will assist the team captains 
throughout the campaign.

As a YMCA Annual Support Campaign Volunteer, you are 
an important ambassador. Your responsibilities are:

• To communicate the values of the YMCA and its 
programs to individuals and businesses alike.

• As a storyteller, you will have the opportunity to 
share with others the unique and personal ways 
in which the YMCA and its programs have touched 
and enhanced your own life. 

• By making your own contribution and telling 
your Y story, you allow others a chance to 
see the power of the YMCA in action.

TEAM CAPTAIN
Accept the additional responsibility 
of inviting others to join you as a 
YMCA storyteller.

CAMPAIGN CHAIR
Keith Byerly will provide overall 
leadership, reflecting the values, 
vision and mission of the YMCA.

PERSONALIZED 
GIVING PAGE
All campaigners will recieve a link and video tutorial 
explaning how to create your own personalized 
giving page. Share your Y Story and insert an image 
of you so your friends and family know who is asking 
them for support!

Share your personalized link on all 
your social media sites including 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
blogs, and email!

• Each time someone supports 
the YMCA thanks to your 
efforts, we’ll send you an 
email letting you know 
and updating you on your 
fundraising status. 

• Be sure to thank your 
friend personally!

CAMPAIGN POSITIONS



What is the YMCA?

The San Luis Obispo County YMCA is a not-for-profit 501(c)3 charitable organization funded by 
membership and program fees, contributions from YMCA friends, corporations, foundations, and 
grants. We are joined together by a shared commitment to nurture the potential of children, 
promote healthy living, and foster a sense of social responsibility.

Why should I give money to the Y? I already pay membership dues.

Your dues cover the cost of running your Y, from the staff who greet you to the equipment 
available, and providing you with the best member experience. Your dues do not support funding 
outreach programs and financial assistance. Your support in this campaign will provide safe, high 
quality, character-building programs for children, teens, adults, and families who need our Y, but 
can not afford it. 

Why should I give to the Y? I’m not a member.

Your support is still needed! You benefit by having a strong YMCA in your community that 
provides meaningful opportunities to help young people grow into responsible adults. The YMCA 
makes our community a better place to live and work.

“I gave last year, and it’s too soon to be asking again.”

Your contribution helped our Y continue vital financial assistance programs for the youth in our 
community last year; programs that will not survive without your continued support. You may 
pledge now and pay later in the year if you prefer. 

“Someone already contacted me.”

We apologize for the inconvenience. With over 100 volunteers raising funds, we occasionally 
have situations in which a contribution is requested from someone who has already been 
contacted. 

What happens if I am unable to pay my pledge at a later date?

Naturally you make your pledge in good faith. If unforeseen circumstances make it impossible 
for you to fulfill your pledge, or if doing so would cause you and your family an undue hardship, 
you may defer or cancel your pledge simply by notifying 
the YMCA. Partial payment is also accepted. 

Is my contribution tax deductible?

Yes. Your contribution is voluntary and brings no special 
priviledges other than the satisfaction of giving, therefore 
is deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Our Tax ID is 
95-2147727.

HAVE A 
QUESTION 
YOU CAN’T 
ANSWER?

For assistance, 
call your Y’s 

campaign 
leaders or staff 

at any time. 

FAQ’s



THE  SAN LUIS OBISPO 
COUNTY YMCA

• The SLO County YMCA is a 
nonprofit organization founded in 
1956 by local volunteers.

• The Y is the region’s largest 
provider of child care, day 
camp, youth sports, and healthy 
lifestyle programs at 6 different 
geographic locations throughout 
the county.

• The Y serves over 5,000 people 
through membership and 
programs.

• Programs and services are 
available for all ages from 
toddlers to seniors.

• The Y does not turn anyone away 
due to inability to pay.

• A volunteer Board of Directors 
who live or work in the 
communities served by the Y 
oversees the governance of the 
association. 



MAKE YOUR 
GIFT FIRST

CALL BEST 
PROSPECTS FIRST

ASK FOR A 
SPECIFIC AMOUNT COMMUNICATE!

KNOW YOUR Y 
STORY

When you speak as a sincere, 
caring person who’s talking 

from the heart...people listen. 
Think of the reasons why you 
decided to volunteer for the Y 

and share that passion. 

KNOW YOUR 
PROSPECT

Know prospects interests and 
giving capabilities. Find out 
if they have been involved 
in the Y before and share 
information on programs 
they’ve been involved in. 

Your gift demonstrates your 
commitment and belief in 
the YMCA. After making 

a personal gift, it is much 
easier to ask someone else to 

do the same. 

Get off to a good start and 
build confidence as you 
ask for gifts. Plus, each 

commitment received gives 
you an even stronger position 
in subsequent solicitations. 

Prospects respond when 
asked for a specific amount. 
There are less decisions to 
be made for the donor, and 
they feel like they are doing 
something good. Aim high 
and emphasize what the 
donation will accomplish!

Make sure to stay in 
communication with 

your team and captain. 
Communication between 

team members is 
motivational and you can 

share ideas with your peers!

“My favorite thing to do 
at the Y is play with the 
hula hoops and my friend 
Charlene. Summer camp 
has been fun because of all 
the field trips we went on 
and my new friends. I did 
a few new things this year 
that I wasn’t able to before, 
like going on a submarine 
tour and seeing and learning 
about the firetrucks.”  

“I would tell my friends that 
don’t come to the Y for camp 
that they should. The travel 
camps are really fun and 
the staff are nice to you and 
you make a lot of friends. I 
learned a lot, like that the old 
natural history museum used 
to be a library. I’m going into 
fourth grade, and I want to 
come back to summer camp 
at the Y next summer!” 

ZOE VYOLET
SUMMER

CAMP
PARTICIPANT

SUMMER
CAMP

PARTICIPANT



“We love the Y because we feel 
welcome and comfortable here. 

The staff are all friendly and the 
organization is very family-oriented. 
I like the fact that people know you 
when you walk in, and its a little bit 
smaller than other gyms. I feel like 

I’m a part of the family instead of just 
another customer.”

“The team activities at the Y had a big 
impact on me, they really made me get 
out of my comfort zone and I feel like 

I’m better at meeting new people now.”

“The Y is kind of a little family, and I feel 
like a part of the community. It’s so easy 

to start a conversation here, whereas 
outside the Y, I wouldn’t just go up to 
someone and start talking. I feel like I 

know everybody here, and I feel like I’m 
really a part of something great.”

“The bottom line is that I trust the Y 
with my children. I know that when I 
arrive to pick them up and they say, 

“Mommy just five more minutes!,” they 
are in the right place.” 

“The Y really hit all 
the important marks.”

“My children attended the Hawthorne 
Camp this summer, the adventure 
camp, travelling all around San Luis. 
My husband and I work full time, so we 
were definitely looking for something full 
time for summer.

Working parents have a difficult time in 
summer figuring out what their kids are 
going to do during a full day. It’s really 
hard to find something that is truly full 
time. They Y was a great experience for 
the whole summer. What the Y provided 
for us was the stability and , and my 
older son does have special needs so for 
him, having a stable place for the entire 
summer was a huge deal.

There’s such a difference between 
what you would expect of staff for 
a summer program and what the Y 
provides. It’s difficult to find seasonal 
staff that are energetic and passionate 
and compassionate; staff who are really 
giving it their all and working with core 
values in mind. They spent extra time 
developing a real and understanding 
relationship with my son so that he could 
have the best experience possible.” 

LISA, KAI, AND TREY
SUMMER CAMP FAMILY



CONTACT:
Geri La Chance
Major Gifts Chair
Work: (805) 543-1816 x 201
Cell: (619) 778-8215
glachance@sesloc.org

Keith Byerly
Community Division Chair
Home: (781) 864– 6468
kbyerly@alum.mit.edu

Monica Grant
CEO, SLO County YMCA 
Work: (805) 543-8235 x 102
Cell: (805) 710-0102 
mgrant@sloymca.org

April Lewallen
COO, SLO County YMCA 
Work: (805) 543-8235 x 115
Cell: (602) 717-8997
alewallen@sloymca.org

Beth Settevendemie
Fund Development, SLO County YMCA
Work: (805) 543-8234 x 120
bsettevendemie@sloymca.org

DONATIONS MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE

Supports one child’s 
participation in a Y Youth 
Sports program that teaches 
sports fundamentals and 
team building.

Helps send underserved, 
at-risk children to the Y’s 
specialty day camps where 
they can learn new skills 
and expand their horizons.

Provides a teenager with 
the opportunity to expand 
their communication and 
job skills through the Y’s 
six-week summer Youth 
Institute program. 

Gives a family an entire 
year membership at our 
fitness facility and provides 
childcare for their children 
while they workout. 

Provides support for an 
entire team of children to 
play a youth sport within 
the Y. From basketball 
to roller hockey, you can 
support a team’s dreams!

$100

$250

$500

$1000

$1500

$2500 Will support one child to 
attend the Y’s Summer 
Learning program, which 
is a free program for 
underserved populations 
that focuses on creating fun 
learning opportunities and 
eliminating summer learning 
loss. 


